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EXTREME NORTHERN AREA PUBLIC RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE GUIDELINES

MISSION STATEMENT:

Our mission is to carry a clear Narcotics Anonymous message of recovery to the public, who NA is, what we do and why we are here in the community. 
DEFINITION AND PURPOSE: 

The Public Relations Committee is a sub-committee of the Extreme Northern Area Service 

Committee. Our aim is to carry out our Fifth Tradition, which states, “Our primary purpose is to carry the message to the addict who still suffers.” We do this by providing information about Narcotics Anonymous to the public, professionals who come in contact with addicts, and to addicts themselves. We fulfill our goals in accordance with our Eleventh Tradition, which states, “Our public relations policy is based on attraction rather than promotion. We need always maintain personal anonymity at the levels of press, radio and film.”

FUNCTION OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 

I) To provide information about NA to the addict, to professionals, and to the public by placing service announcements in the press, radio and television.

II) To provide information about NA to professionals who work with addicts, such as educators, treatment providers and criminal justice officials. We do this by reaching out to professionals and by responding to their requests. 
III) To provide NA speakers to non-NA groups who request them. 
IV) To reach out to the community as a whole by letting people know that NA exists, and how we can be reached. 
V) To provide a NA Public Relations booth at events. 
VI) To participate in the Georgia Regional Public Relations meetings and activities. 
VII) To maintain communication with the Area at the Area Service Committee business meeting. 
IX) To maintain communication with the other Area sub-committees, providing them with assistance when needed.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND OFFICERS: 

The Public Relations sub-committee is made up of recovering addicts who are interested in carrying the message of recovery to the still suffering addict, and the public at large. This is done in accordance with the Twelve Traditions, Twelve Concepts and these guidelines. 
Committee officers should have a willingness to be of service and have a working knowledge of the Twelve Steps, Twelve Traditions and Twelve Concepts.

The election of the Committee Chairperson shall be held in accordance with Area Policy. 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON: 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Suggested 3 years of continuous clean time, and 1 year of Public Relations experience. 
DUTIES:

I) Presides at Public Relations Committee meetings 

II) Receives all Committee correspondence. 
III) Coordinates Public Relations speaking engagements 

IV) Votes only in case of a tie at Committee meetings 

V) Reports monthly to the Area Service Committee and provides information to other Area sub-committees. 
VI) The Chairperson should attend the Regional Public Relations Quarterly Meetings and report to the ASC. 
VII) The Chairperson is the single point of accountability to the ASC. 
DUTIES OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE (PRIORITIZED):

CONTINUALLY:

I) Maintain & update the Area Website in adherence to the Georgia Regional and Extreme Northern Area web guidelines.
II) Maintain & update the Area Phone / Help Line.

MONTHLY:

I) Update and have printed the Area Meeting Schedules making available for H&I and all Groups at the regular meeting of the Area Service Committee.

YEARLY:

I) Submit a budget to the Area Service Committee in accordance to Area Policy.

AS NEEDED:

I) Give PR Presentation to Non-NA Groups and conduct Learning Days or Special Events.
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OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES: 
I) In accordance with our Traditions, Public Relations displays of any type serve the purpose of informing the public, and how we can be reached. All displays must avoid making any claims about the effectiveness of NA, and should not mention any other organizations or programs. 
II) Public Service Announcements should be targeted at the media covering our area. In the event that the media extends into another area, we will inform those areas, and confirm that we are not interfering with their own Public Relations efforts.
III) All initial contacts with professionals who work with addicts must include:

a) A minimum of 2 PR Committee members unless it’s appropriate for H&I to be present

b) Cover letter briefly describing NA

c) Meeting directory

d) Sample literature

e) Information about ordering more literature

f) Contact number for more information 

IV) Speakers who address non-NA organizations should restrict their presentation to “recovery” in Narcotics Anonymous. They should be well versed in our Traditions. They must adhere to the principle of anonymity. In particular, special care must be taken to avoid expressing opinions on outside issues, simply because such opinions may be taken as NA policy. 
V) Committee officers serve a 1-year term. They may succeed themselves in office, but may not serve more than 2 consecutive terms in a particular office. 
VI) Any Committee member or officer may be removed during their term by a majority vote of the Committee. 
VII) The Public Relations meeting is held on the third Sunday of every month. Special meetings may be called by a majority vote of the Committee members, or by the Chairperson. Reasonable notice of such special meetings must be given to all committee members. 
VIII) All Public Relations Committee meetings are open to any NA member, but closed to the general public. 
IX) Guidelines may be amended at any time by a two-thirds vote from the Public Relations Committee and with the approval of the ASC. 
X) The Committee operates within the budget approved by the ASC. Additional funds may be requested, but must be approved by the ASC. 
XI) This Committee will operate within the parameters set forth in the current edition of the Public Relations Handbook, published by the WSO and the current ASC guidelines. 
XII) All PR Trusted Servants have voting privileges, regardless of attendance. Any NA member who attends 2 consecutive meetings may vote and if 2 consecutive meetings are missed, their vote is lost. 
Amended & Approved September 21, 2014
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